Bug Safari

-insect field guide
-magnifying glass
-camera
-pencil and journal
-bug fun facts
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 Butterflies taste with their feet, a handy trait considering they land on flowers feet first.

« Grasshoppers can leap 20 times the length of their body, which would be like a human

jumping halfway across a football field!

. While gathering food, a bee may fly up to 60 miles a day. That's a lot of trips to the

refrigerator!

+ Ants can lift and carry up to 50 times their own weight. That would be like a 200-pound

man carrying a 5-ton weight on his back!

«  Only female mosquitoes bite people; male mosquitoes, thankfully, feast on plants instead.

» Talk about losing your head: A cockroach can live a week without its noggin. It only dies
because it can't drink water without a mouth.

* Fireflies and glowworms are beetles that can light up at night. They flash their lights on
and off to send messages to each other.

Be careful to never squash a yellow jacket near its nest. A dying yellow jacket releases an
alarm pheromone that calls its comrades to action. Within 15 seconds, yellow jackets
within a 15-foot area will rally to the victim's aid.




Blooming Names
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Butterfly Feeder

North
American Butterfly Association
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Pizza Garden




Pine Cone Bird Feeder

755

Familb! SVPPor'f‘ Services

OF NORTH FLORIDA INC

Attracting Butterflies

Time: 10 to 20 minutes



Materials Garden spot that can be viewed from a window

« Seeds or plants that attract butterflies such as zinnias, marigolds, asters,
hollyhocks, or other purple, yellow, and orange flowers

Directions
1. You can attract butterflies into your yard by creating a garden spot that
contains the kinds of plants that nourish and attract them. Plant the
seeds/plants compactly. Butterflies especially like purple, yellow, and
orange flowers and those with short petals or flat tops that are easy to
land on.
2. Sit back and enjoy the beauty from your window together with a nice cup
of tea.
Extensions

« Make a butterfly viewing zone with some soft pillows and quiet music.
« Buy a small pair of binoculars for close-up butterfly watching.
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Digging for Treasure

Materials  Small objects to hide

« Shovels

« Colander

« Sandbox
Directions

1. Hide small objects in the sandbox for your toddler to find as he digs about.

2. Try using an old kitchen colander to sift through the sand.

3. If you like, spray-paint rocks in shiny silver and gold, and show your
toddler how to search for hidden treasure.
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Balloon Kites



Flying a kite is difficult and frustrating for toddlers and preschoolers. These
"kites" are guaranteed to fly, even on days with light wind.

Materials

Large, round helium balloons
Kite string
Paper streamers (optional)

Directions

1.

2.

Tie one end of a long length of kite string to a round helium balloon and
the other to your child's wrist.

He will find it fun and easy to fly his balloon, and you won’t worry about
crashes and tangles.

Try attaching lengths of paper streamers to the balloon to give it a more
authentic kite look.
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Other Outdoor Games for Kids

. Big Foot Relay. Have the children bring two shoeboxes with them. Tape

the lids onto the boxes, and then cut a one-inch-wide and four-inch long
slit in each top. Have the contestants slip their feet into the slits in the
boxes and race.

Name-It Ball. Have players form a circle. Give one player a rubber ball.
That player selects a category, such as "candy bars." He or she then
bounces the ball to another player in the circle, who must catch the ball,
state an item from the category, such as "Snickers," and keep the ball
moving to the next player. If the player can't name an item, holds the ball
too long, or repeats an item, he or she is out.






